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CALENDAR for March and April 2022
Sun 6 March
Mon 7 March
Tue 8 March
Sun 13 March
Tue 15 March
Thur 17 March
Sun 20 March
Tue 22 March
Sun 27 March
Tue 29 March
Sun 3 April
Mon 4 April
Tue 5 April
Thu 7 April
Sun 10 April
Tue 12 April
Fri 13 April
Sun 17 April

10.45am
7 pm
10am
10.45am
10am
10am
10.45am
10am
10.45am
10am
10.45am
7pm
12 noon
10.45am
11am
10.45am

Tue 19 April
Thu 21 April
Sun 24 April

10am
10am
10.45am

Sun 1st May

10.45am

Rev Graham Wassall
Elders’ meeting
Community Choir
Rev Fleur Houston
Community Choir
Management Team
Prof Clyde Binfield
Community Choir
Rev Canon Adrian Alker
Community Choir
Mrs Kirsty Massey
Elders’ meeting
NO Choir
Church Lunch
Rev Dr Michael Bayley
NO Choir
Good Friday meditation
Rev Dr David Stec Easter Communion
Community Choir
Management Team
Mr Chris Limb
and Annual Church Meeting
Worship Group
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PASTORAL LETTER
Easter Sunday
Ezekiel 37:1-14; 1 Corinthians 15:19-26; John 20:1-18
Ezekiel 37:3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”
Just over three weeks ago it would have been my father’s 100th
birthday, if he was still alive. Actually, he died in 1970, and so did not
even make it half way to his century.
But on the occasion of what would have been his birthday, I could not
help reflecting upon what he would have made of the war in the Ukraine.
He was born in the Polish city of Lwów, which nowadays is the Ukrainian
city of Lviv, and which has been on our television screens a lot recently
as a place from which journalists have sent their reports. He left Lwów
as a teenager, not yet 18 years old, as he set out to join the Polish army
as a volunteer, after the Russian invasion of eastern Poland in 1939. I
am sure that he would never have imagined that at around the time of
his 100th birthday, his home city and the area in which he grew up would
again be faced with a Russian invasion, though I think that in the light of
his experience it would not have surprised him.
The war that has been going on in the Ukraine for the last several weeks
has been really horrific for the suffering and loss of life that it has
caused, and the utter destruction and devastation that it has brought.
The homes of so many people have been wantonly reduced to utter
ruins, for no real military purpose, and millions of mainly women and
children have left the country to seek a place of refuge in other lands.
The scale of the destruction and the terrible human cost of this war have
come as a great shock to the nations of Europe, which have not seen
anything like it since the second world war, and have grown rather
complacent in the peace that they have enjoyed for so long.
In recent weeks as a part of my daily devotions, I have been reading the
book of Ezekiel, and as I read chapter 37 it struck me as having some
relevance to the present desperate plight of the people in the Ukraine.
The book of Ezekiel is not at all easy to read, and I must confess that it
is not one of my favourite books of the Bible. The text is very corrupt,
which makes many things difficult to read and understand. Ezekiel
describes his visions in much more vivid detail than the other OT
prophets, and much of what he describes seems rather weird. He is fond
of using imagery which he drives home in excessive and exaggerated
detail, particularly his sexual imagery.
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And yet, when you dig deep below the surface, it is possible to find a
profound message and to see in Ezekiel a deeply spiritual person. He was
from a family of priests, and was among the captives taken from Jerusalem
into exile in Babylon in the first deportation in 597 BC. It seemed that the
catastrophe of this event had taught the people nothing, and the exiles
continued in their rebellious and sinful ways that had brought God’s
judgment upon the nation. Ezekiel spent the first part of his ministry in
Babylon trying to convince the exiles of the extent of their corruption and
of the need for change.
Then came the even greater catastrophe of 587 BC when the Babylonians
destroyed Jerusalem along with its temple, and carried most of the
remainder of the population into exile in Babylon. This produced a profound
sense of gloom and a feeling of utter hopelessness among the Judaeans
living in Babylon. Ezekiel spent the remainder of his ministry proclaiming a
message of hope, and I believe that the passage about the valley of the dry
bones in chapter 37 is one of the finest expressions of that hope. The
prophet is taken in vision by the spirit of the Lord to a valley strewn with very
many dry bones, and he is asked, “Son of man, can these bones live?”, to
which he can only reply, “O Lord GOD, you know.”
He is then commanded to prophesy the word of God to the bones, which
he does, with the result that there is a great rattling as the bones come
together, and they are covered with sinews and flesh. Again he is
commanded to prophesy to the breath (or wind), which he does, and the
breath enters into the corpses of the slain, giving them life, so that they are
able to stand upon their feet. The vision is then explained to Ezekiel: “Son
of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold, I will open
your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people; and I will bring
you home into the land of Israel.”
The Judaeans in Babylon were in a desperate plight. Their own land had
been devastated, they were living in exile in the land of the enemy who had
defeated them, and there was apparently no hope of returning to their own
land and rebuilding it. But Ezekiel was able to give them a tremendous
message of hope, for with God all things are possible, and God promises
them: “And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place
you in your own land; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken,
and I have done it, says the LORD.”
Ultimately God’s word was fulfilled, and the exiles were able to return home
and rebuild what had been destroyed, though this was at a time rather later
than that of Ezekiel and the generation of those who had been taken into
captivity, among whom he ministered.
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The people of the Ukraine have gone through a very traumatic time in
recent weeks, and many of them have experienced things which we who
are not there can only try to imagine. The prophet Ezekiel provides an
assurance that there is always hope for a nation to come through a time of
devastation, and that what has been reduced to rubble can once again be
rebuilt, even though the precious lives lost can never be replaced. It is
interesting that Ezekiel should have used the image of the bones of the
slain being restored to life in order to represent the future fortunes of his
nation, since the people of the OT had no real belief in a resurrection of
the dead or a hope of everlasting life.
All that changed on the morning of Easter Sunday. As our Gospel reading,
we listened to St John’s version of that event. John relates that it was
Mary Magdalene who went to Jesus’s tomb very early on the Sunday
morning, and found that the stone placed across the entrance had been
taken away. John does not tell us that she looked inside, but seems to
suggest that the mere sight of the stone having been removed leads her
to assume that someone has removed the body of Jesus.
So she runs to Peter and the “the other disciple, the one whom Jesus
loved” and reports what she has found and what she suspects. They both
run to the tomb, the other disciple reaching it first, and looking inside, but
not entering it. Then Peter arrives, and being the more impetuous of the
two, he goes inside, and finds the napkin that had covered Jesus’s head
and the linen cloths that had covered his body lying in separate places,
but apparently no body, though John does not explicitly say this. The other
disciple also goes into the tomb, and John tells us that “he saw and
believed”.
The empty tomb in itself proved nothing; anyone could have removed the
body of Jesus. But that disciple, perhaps because of his closeness to
Jesus, saw it not merely as an empty tomb, but as something that pointed
towards the truth of Jesus’s prediction that he would rise from the dead.

Nevertheless, others would require more convincing evidence than the
empty tomb if they were to believe that Jesus really had risen from the
dead. It was only the appearances of the risen Christ that convinced
Jesus’ disciples that their master had truly risen to new life.
The first witness of such an appearance was Mary Magdalene.
John tells us that Peter and the other disciple returned to their homes, but
Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. She looked into the tomb and saw
two angels, and they asked her why she was weeping. She repeated her
assumption that someone had violated the tomb: “Because they have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”
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Then she turned and saw Jesus, but did not at first recognise him,
even when he spoke to her and asked her why she was weeping. It
was only when he uttered the word “Mary”, presumably in a very
familiar tone, that she realised it was Jesus who was speaking to her.
This was only the first of many appearances of the risen Christ. His
appearances to his disciples, which began later that first Easter day,
filled them with the faith and conviction which made them into powerful
witnesses of the truth of the Gospel and the promise of everlasting life.
St Paul expresses the significance of this for all humanity in
1 Corinthians 15. He begins by observing: “If for this life only we have
hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.” Then he adds:
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead.” He sees the risen
Christ as what he calls “the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep”.
He expresses the great hope that all humans will share in Christ’s
victory over death by drawing a contrast between Adam and Christ:
“For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall
all be made alive.”
Revd Dr David Stec
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FAMILY NEWS
Easter Greetings to everyone !!
We hope the longer days and spring sunshine are cheering you after
a rather dreary winter. We missed the usual activities and ways to
brighten the dark days, but now we hope life will become easier.
However, the regulations may be lighter but the Covid virus is still with
us, and its effects if you get it are not negligible. Caution and safety,
for ourselves and others, is still the watchword. We all know more and
more people who test positive. Sheila and Ian Cooke have both had
significant symptoms, and Michael Bayley had to miss a service.
Other news is better. Barbara Macmillan has her driving licence back
and is looking for a car, possibly a hybrid; but she is not abandoning
her beloved e-bike. She has enjoyed some visits to family and friends
in Scotland recently. Linda Callear also is keeping up with the family
in Newcastle and London, and it was lovely to see Jaquie with eightmonth-old Sophia on Palm Sunday.
A pleasure too to see Janet Brown in church then. Stuart Haxton
attends faithfully, and often reads a lesson, when his shifts allow, and
is delighted to have been named ‘Employee of the Month’ for February
at IKEA Sheffield.
Julie Bevan is settling into her charming new house and getting it
right; she has been busy invigilating at the University. And Jean
Dickson is looking forward to her major move at the end of the
summer, but is making frequent trips to the shredder in preparation!
Frustratingly, Wilma Love is having no joy about the return of her
licence and, as Alistair also cannot drive at the moment, they are stuck
with using taxis for their many medical appointments. Dorothy
Adam’s health is very variable and her breathing is a constant worry.
Fraser McVittie is fairly housebound but has good carers and family
support. He keeps up with the news and is a joy to converse with.
David Hill, however, has dismissed all his carers and appears to be
coping on his own. Martin Dunstan’s recent eye operation has made
a big improvement and he has been signed off. Marjorie Green is
feeling much better; she is back on the miraculous steroids.
We give thanks for the medication and treatments which can make
such a difference and for the knowledge and care of all the medical
professions. We keep in our prayers all our members and friends
whom we cannot see much.
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CHURCH NEWS
On Good Friday we shall hold our usual meditative service at 11am
and hope that members of Trinity URC will join us. Our Easter Day
communion will be led by Rev Dr David Stec and we shall have a
special collection for Ukraine at that service.
It is always a joy to hear from old friends. Our former minister Sarah
Hall sends greetings to everyone and remembers us in her prayers.
Robert Beard also sends his love and an article about his current
activities. See page 12.
The ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING will follow the service on 24 April
- the first to be held in person since 2019. The agenda, accounts and
the minutes of last year’s Zoom meeting have been circulated.
CHURCH LUNCH: Seventeen members and friends enjoyed a
convivial meal at the Norfolk Arms at Ringinglow on 7 April. The view
over Sheffield on a bright and windy day was clear and stunning.
RE-PAINTING
Everyone is very impressed with the fresh bright look of the church
after repainting of the walls - an enormous job. See the photos on
page 11. Many thanks to Sheila Cooke who oversaw the
arrangements, to Margaret and Martha Fall for all the clearing of
archives and other removeables, to Tesfa Teferi who was there day
to day, and to everyone who helped with the dismantling and then
with the cleaning and replacing of everything.
The TENNIS CLUB season started in great style on Saturday 9 April.
The weather was lovely, the courts have been worked on and
gardening done, and the whole club area has had a make-over. There
are a number of young players and training is offered.
LOOKING AHEAD
Sheffield’s One World Choir, mostly new arrivals seeking asylum, is
booked to give a fund-raising concert in the church on Friday 22nd
April, 7.15 – 11pm. Entry is free but you need to book through
Eventbrite and donate at the door. They will not sell alcohol (which
needs a licence) but have a bowl for donations.
www.sheffieldoneworldchoir.com
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The BROOMHILL FESTIVAL will take place between 12 and 20
June. It offers a variety of events and activities for all ages at venues
including St Mark’s Church and Broomhill Community Library. Also
Open Gardens and History Walks.
Full programme available at:
http://www.broomhill-festival.org.uk/
For many of the events you don’t need to book, just turn up.
THE WIDER CHURCH
The Sheffield Team ministry is losing Nicola Robinson when she is
ordained and moves to a pastorate in Leeds in May. She has been a
great asset in her secondment through the last two years. The Rev
Simon Copley will be on Sabbatical June-September. So the Sunday
evening Zoom services will be suspended after Easter and the matter
reviewed when Simon returns. The Thursday Zoom events will
continue at: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87804466762
Meeting ID: 878 0446 6762
RAMADAN CAKE
On 10 April we were delighted to receive again a huge delicious
chocolate cake from the Masjid Quba to celebrate the spirit of
Ramadan. This has become their custom for some years now.
Najia who delivered it arrived just before our service started so she
was able to give us her greetings and good wishes from the lectern.
FLOWERS
Jean Dickson has the flower rota for 2022 ready to be filled. Please
have a word with Jean to arrange a date. Providing flowers for
Sunday worship can be a fitting way to mark an anniversary or
remember someone you love. As well as beautifying the church, the
flowers give pleasure to the people who receive them afterwards.
You can arrange your flowers yourself or you can ask Jean to do it for
you. If you wish, you could tell us what you are commemorating.
SERVICE SHEET
If you have any notices to go in the service sheet, please send them
to the person who is preparing them for that month:
Judith Adam:
Sheila Cooke:
Jean Dickson:
Monica Hanna:

January, May and September
February, June and October
March, July and November
April, August and December
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EXHIBITION - Threads through Creation at Southwell Minster is a
stunning exhibition of twelve huge embroidered panels silk panels, that
explore the story of creation.
Inspired by Genesis, the first book in the Bible, textile artist Jacqui
Parkinson re-imagines this wonderful story in a vibrant combination of
silks, hand-dyed materials, metallic leathers, gold leaf – with eight million
stitches!
The huge panels, 2.5m high and as wide as 3.5m, start with strong
elemental pieces illustrating the first days of creation; then move on to
astonishingly complex and lush work as you enter the Garden of Eden.
It’s a deeply thought out project by a Christian artist whose work has
been displayed in most of the cathedrals of England. It is on in
Southwell Minster near Newark until 24 April.
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THE END OF THE LINE – 1
Robert: “Good evening, you’re through to NHS 111...”
1st Caller: “Oh, hello! Can you connect me to St George’s Hospital,
urgently? I think I left my phone there!”
2nd Caller: “Can you book me a taxi to get home from the clinic?”
3rd Caller: “I’ve been waiting at A&E for over three hours. Can you hurry
them up?”
4th Caller: “F*** off, Robert.”
A couple of months ago, I saw a scornful tweet (on Twitter) suggesting that
those who work for the National Health Service’s 111 non-emergency
telephone helpline “have half a day’s training and then just read out words
on a screen.” This is indicative of a widespread lack of awareness regarding
NHS 111.
NHS 111 is an assessment service, whose main purpose is to triage callers’
symptoms of non-urgent illness or injury, and connect them with the service
offering the most appropriate skillset to address their needs, within the most
appropriate timeframe. These “dispositions” range from directing patients to
contact a specially trained local NHS pharmacist for advice within the next
week, to immediately dispatching an emergency ambulance for acute
cardiac or respiratory conditions.
NHS 111 can also, when appropriate, connect callers directly with doctors,
paramedics or registered nurses, book GP appointments and make
referrals to other primary care services. Working with health service
commissioners, the service is able to direct patients to services with the
capacity to help them, thereby relieving the pressure on overstretched
facilities. NHS 111 also responds to patients simply seeking general
information about injuries and illnesses, medicines and other treatments.
NHS 111 cannot help callers who have left their mobile phones in hospitals,
nor book taxis, nor provide would-be queue-jumpers with faster access to
services.
Contrary to the tweet cited above, NHS 111 Health Advisors undergo four
weeks’ full-time intensive training. This starts with learning about the human
body’s various systems and the consequences of illness or injury, and
continues with training on the NHS’s sophisticated online assessment
system, which contains questions and answers to guide the assessment
along one of thousands of triage routes, or “pathways”, leading to the
appropriate disposition.
Since it was first piloted in 2010 and then rolled out across England during
2014, NHS 111 has become extremely popular, and the service now
receives over one million calls every month from patients, perhaps a quarter
of whom would otherwise have made an unnecessary journey to A&E. The
service connects the overwhelming majority of callers with the specific
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services they need.

Occasionally, the service receives calls from members of the public who
have confused “111” with the police service non-emergency line, “101”.
Sometimes – perhaps inevitably – Health Advisors have to deal with
abusive calls from people who do not realise, or do not care, that this at
best wastes time, and at worst endangers lives.
The organisation I work with, Herts Urgent Care (HUC – hucweb.co.uk), is
a not-for-profit social enterprise, contracted by the NHS to provide the 111
phoneline, GP and dental cover, urgent care, acute in-hours visiting,
pharmacy and other services for Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire,
Hertfordshire, much of Greater London, and even as far afield as Devon.
My colleagues include doctors, nurses, paramedics and care workers, as
well as a former receptionist, teacher, cinema manager, washing machine
repairer, pub landlady and a wide diversity of others with experience of the
world outside our call centre.
HUC is determinedly focused on the safety and wellbeing of patients. As a
consequence of this, staff are remarkably supportive of each other and no
one hesitates to seek or offer help and advice. It is a good place to work
and a good job to do.
Robert Beard
THE GALILEE COURSE – A FRESH LOOK AT CHRISTIANITY
FOR INQUIRING MINDS
The Galilee Course is an introduction to Christianity created by
the Rev Tim Yeager, an Anglican priest and PCN member, as a
progressive alternative to Alpha. Originally created for use at St
George’s Church (CoE) in East Greenwich, it is now being offered
on Zoom. Stories from scripture are considered in the light of their
historical and social context. Participants are invited to explore
their own faith questions in a friendly and welcoming environment.
The course meets for ten weekly sessions between 60 and 90
minutes in length. Each session features an illustrated talk using
Power Point, small group discussion, and a Q&A session. The
course is free and open to the public. Participants may attend any
or all of the sessions.
The course will be presented on ten (10) consecutive Monday
evenings at 8:00 pm, beginning on Monday, 25th of April,
2022.
For more information or to register for the course, contact Rev
Tim Yeager at: rtyeager@gmail.com or call: 07804 614245.
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EDINBURGH’S TABOT.
As I admired the beautiful shrine in St Andrew’s for the Ethiopian Church’s
Tabot, I remembered the occasion in 2002 when I was being entertained to
Sunday lunch in Edinburgh by the Revd John McLuckie and his family.
John told me how when he was rummaging around in his vestry cupboard
in St John’s Episcopal Church, he had come across a battered old shoe
box. Inside was what looked like a wooden brick. But on closer inspection
he realised the significance of his discovery. He had visited Ethiopia as a
student and recognised that there was an inscription on the brick in Ge’ez,
the ancient Ethiopic language still used in the liturgy of the Ethiopian
Orthodox Church. This was a Tabot, believed by Orthodox Christians in
Ethiopia to represent the Ark of the Covenant, the dwelling place of God on
earth. Every Orthodox church in Ethiopia has to have one. It is so sacred
that it is kept veiled from all but priests. But what was it doing in that vestry
cupboard?
For the answer we must go back to April 1868, when General Robert
Napier led one of the most inglorious expeditions in British Imperial history.
On a punitive expedition against the emperor of Ethiopia, he led an army of
around 13,000 men in a frenzy of plunder. The prime target was the
fortress museum of Maqdala, a treasure house of Ethiopian art, history and
culture. Two days after it was looted, irreplaceable manuscripts and other
objects from the collection were auctioned and the proceeds shared with
the troops. Richard Rivington Holmes, from the manuscripts department of
the British Museum, accompanied the expedition and made significant
purchases. And William Arbuthnot, Napier’s ADC, brought back to
Edinburgh with him a Tabot which he presented to St John’s where his
grand-father was buried. And there it remained, stored away and forgotten,
for the next 133 years.
John McLuckie contacted the Ethiopian Church and on 27 January 2002,
the Tabot, thought to be around 400 years old, was handed over to a
delegation from Ethiopia and London. I was shown the video of the
ceremony. Wrapped and screened by liturgical umbrellas, the Tabot was
carried through the church. Then it was presented to Archbishop Bitsu
Abune Isaias, flanked by priests resplendent in silver and gold brocade
robes, and wearing white slippers. The joy was palpable as on a douce,
grey Edinburgh Sunday, the priests whirled and danced down Princes
Street with their colourful umbrellas, bearing the Tabot in procession.
When it ultimately reached Addis Ababa, a national holiday was proclaimed
and thousands of people lined the streets to welcome the Tabot home.
And my friend was hailed as a national hero.
Fleur Houston
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[Kessis (Father) Tesfa Teferi gave a very interesting response.]

THE ETHIOPIAN POINT OF VIEW
I know the story and remember how the whole of Ethiopian Orthodox
Christian faithfuls in Ethiopia and around the world rejoiced because of the
return of the Tabot. I personally felt so emotional remembering the story
behind it, the way Napier's expedition and the Empire treated my country and
the fact that, in the 21st century, we are still haggling about the return of the
thousands of ancient treasures looted from my country, including several
Tabots. They still exist in different private and institutional holdings such as
the V&A museum.
Part of a braid from the Ethiopian Emperor's hair was cut off by Napier’s
army as booty after the ruler shot himself on his defeat, determined not to
surrender. It was only recently returned, to the very jubilant reception of the
whole nation. Sadly, the crown prince Alemayehu at the tender age of six and
an orphan, was taken away from his country and family to come to England.
He lived here a sad and agonising life and died at the age of 19 of
pneumonia. He lived in Leeds. Queen Victoria was very kind to him and wrote
a lot of entries about him in her diaries. He was buried with the royals of
Britain in London and the plea to return his remains to his country is still a
continuing battle. I cannot imagine his agony, being here with no one familiar,
at that age. As the Queen stated, his life was a very sad one and I believe
she genuinely felt it.
I hope in the future we might see more past wrongs get corrected and more
justice be established.
Tesfa Teferi
{Ed: It would be interesting to hear other people’s views about this.}
MORE BRAIN WORK- Can you read this?
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LECTIONARY READINGS for March and April 2022

March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27
April 3
April 10
Palm
April 17
Easter Day
April 24
May 1st

Deuteronomy 26: 1-11; Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16;
Romans 10: 8b-13; Luke 4: 1-13
Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27;
Philippians 3:17 – 4:1; Luke 13: 31-35
Isaiah 55: 1-9; Psalm 63: 1-8;
1 Corinthians 10: 1-13; Luke 13: 1-9
Joshua 5: 9-12; Psalm 32;
2 Corinthians 5: 16-21; Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32
Isaiah 43: 16-21; Psalm 126;
Philippians 3: 4b -14; John 12: 1-8
Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29;
Philippians 2: 5-11; Luke 19: 28-40
Acts 10: 34-43; Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24;
1 Corinthians 15: 19-26; Luke 24: 1-12
Acts 5: 27-32; Psalm 118: 14-29;
Revelation 1: 4-8; John 20:19-31
Acts 9: 1-6, (7-20); Psalm 30;
Revelation 5: 11-14; John 21: 1-19

CHILDREN ARE QUICK

*Teacher "Why are you late?"
Student "Class started before I got here."
*Teacher "John, why are you doing your maths multiplication on the
floor?"
John "You told me to do it without using tables."
*Teacher "Winnie, name one important thing we have today that we
didn't have ten years ago."
Winnie "Me!"
*Teacher "George, why do you always get so dirty?"
George "Well, I'm a lot closer to the ground than you are."
*Teacher "George Washington not only chopped down his father's
cherry tree, but admitted it. Now, Louie, do you know why his father
didn't punish him?"
Louie "Because George still had the axe in his hand."
*Teacher "Now Simon. Tell me frankly, do you say prayers before
eating?"
Simon "No Sir. I don't have to. My Mum is a good cook."
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