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PREPARING FOR COP 26
Rev Dr Michael Bayley gave this Reflection for our website service on
15 Aug 2021, based on the readings John 6: 51-58,and Ephesians 5:
15-20.
It is all too easy to despair when confronted with the doubts and
anxieties and worries about Covid and the climate emergency. Both
seem so complicated. Both seem so relentless. Covid is constantly in
the news and the climate emergency, powered by our relentless
consumerism, has been reminding us recently that it really is an
emergency with, for example, the floods in Germany, Holland and
Belgium, the devastating heatwave and fires in North America.
And over it all hangs the vital COP 26 meeting in Glasgow in
November. This is the meeting of the 26th UN Climate Change
Conference of Parties (thus its title COP 26) at which the 197 countries
attending need to agree the far-reaching, urgent and radical steps that
are needed if the climate emergency is to be tackled effectively. Doug
Parr, policy director at Greenpeace UK, said: “Practical, funded and
deliverable plans (by governments) to keep us below the supposedly
safe limits (of heating) are almost non-existent. Urgent climate action
was needed decades ago – now we are almost out of time. The UK
government has a huge responsibility, as host of the UN climate talks,
to ensure world leaders sign up to policies that not just put the brakes
on the climate crisis but slam it into reverse.” (Guardian, 9.7.21)
It is tempting to say, ‘Well, realistically there’s nothing I can do about it.’
So, we need to consider what resources we have available. I think one
of the most difficult things to do when confronted by such an immense
challenge as the climate emergency is to keep on keeping on. Many of
us have been campaigning, protesting, writing letters, seeing MPs and
trying to stir our government, and indeed the governments of the world,
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into action which measures up to the enormity of the crisis. My
question is, how do we keep on keeping on?
This morning’s reading from John might not seem to be obviously
relevant but let’s look at it more carefully. We all know that John’s
gospel is very different from the other three, and in many ways it is
difficult; for instance the harsh line that Jesus often seems to take with
the Jews. John is the latest of the gospels, probably written round
about the year 100 or a bit later. Ephesus has been suggested as a
possible place where it was written but there seems to be no scholarly
unanimity about that. However, I think we can be fairly sure of the
setting within which it was written. This was a church under pressure.
The Christians may well have just been kicked out of the synagogue
and so were not feeling very friendly to their Jewish neighbours. But
more important than that is the way the story is told. There is a strong
case for saying that it is not so much an objective account of what
happened, but that it expresses the lived experience of the members
of that Christian community.
But I think it is also helpful here look at what John records Jesus is
saying in this morning’s reading: “Truly, truly I say to you, unless you
eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink his blood, you will have no
life in you; he who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life,
and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is food indeed, and
my blood is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood
abides in me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me and I live
because of the Father, so he who eats me will live because of
me.” (John 6: 53 – 57)
This may seem to be rather extravagant language but I think it could
reflect the experience of those early Christians, possibly in Ephesus,
of life in their Christian community and in particular of their experience
of worship at the Eucharist. They experienced that they were fully
alive because of their experience of sharing the bread and wine,
because of their powerful experience of the presence of Christ, and
this passage simply reflects the way in which their lives were suffused
by the power and strength of Christ. “He who eats me will live
because of me” reflects not what they thought they ought to believe,
but what was actually true for them, and the sheer power of their
meeting round the Lord’s table.
This, I believe, is the sort of conviction, experience, or mindset that
enables us to carry on carrying on and refuse to give up. I’m often
reminded of a saying of Winston Churchill: “It is not enough to say
that we have done our best: we have to do what is necessary.”
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Let me now be entirely practical. It is often helpful to be able to do
something, so I have something very simple to suggest. The Catholic
Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) has a clear and wellfocused letter addressed to the Chancellor Rishi Sunak. It says that he
should produce the money to make the government’s pledge to cut
emissions possible; work with his fellow G20 finance ministers to provide
the hundred billion dollars needed for the poorer countries on the front
line of the climate crisis; and restore the 0.7% of the overseas aid
budget. You can find the letter on CAFOD’s website.
Naturally we are especially keen to contact Tory MPs and if by any
happy chance anyone has a good contact in a constituency held by the
Tories who might be prepared to go and see their MP, do please let me
know. Hope for the Future are a marvellous charity based in Sheffield
who have an amazing track record in enabling constituents to have
fruitful contacts with their MPs. They have said they will be very happy to
help.
And we can pray. Sometimes I feel we often look on this as a last resort
when everything else has failed, instead of it being the first resort out of
which everything else springs, giving us, in the words of Ephesians,
inward strength and power through his Spirit which is based in the
breadth and length and height and depth of God’s love.
How do we do this?
Be informed. If you want a focus for this, pray for Alok Sharma, the U K
Minister who will serve as president of Cop 26. He has an awesome
responsibility. You may like to know that some articles will be appearing
in the Broomhill Messenger.
I have always been bothered by the phrase in the Lord’s Prayer “lead us
not into temptation.” Pope Francis has suggested that it is better to say:
“Let us not fall into temptation.” In my own prayers I add to this and say
“Let us not fall into temptation or despair” because I find despair is a
great enemy from which I need to be delivered. It helps keep me on track
working and praying about the climate emergency.
I find this prayer by Jim Cotter resonates with me especially well:
Be with us, O God, as we struggle for a more just and sustainable world;
yet remind us that our actions so often tighten the mesh that binds the
oppressed. Keep us from pride in our own strength, and keep us from
despair when evil seems entrenched. Renew our trust in your good
purposes for us all. Give us the gift of discernment, that we may know
when to strive in the power of your spirit, and when to be still and wait for
your deliverance. Come in your good time, but come soon.
Revd Dr Michael Bayley
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FAMILY NEWS
Stuart Haxton is enjoying his new job in Ikea. Suzanne Westran is
hoping to get her driving licence back. Wilma and Alistair Love are not
going far but are “soldiering on”; they enjoy keeping in touch through
phone calls and visits. Wilma too is still waiting to hear if she will get her
licence back.
Barbara Macmillan’s recent experiences with COVID in the family have
increased her concerns about catching it or passing it on. She’ll be
much happier about returning to church when she has had her booster,
which is due. Most of us have had our booster vaccine and flu vaccine
by now with thankfully only minor side effects reported.
Dorothy Adam spent six weeks respite in Broomgrove Care Home but
her general condition is up and down with frequent resorts to hospital for
breathing problems.
Greetings from Robert Beard who sends
his love to everyone. See his article on
page 13 originally contributed to St Mark’s
church magazine.
Happy news from the Rev Helena
Roulston, the Chaplain at Sheffield Hallam
who has led worship for us several times.
She and her husband Phillip now have a
little boy. Benjamin (Benjie) was born on
July 21st. Helen sends us her good wishes
and blessings as we return to live worship
and says the family will join us when Benjie
is settled into a routine !
CHURCH NEWS
LOOKING AHEAD
It was wonderful to be back in church on 5 September and to greet each
other in person. Our activities are gradually picking up and now we have
some special events to look forward to:
Our REMEMBRANCE service on 14 November will again be enhanced
by the presence of trumpeter Gordon Truman.
CHURCH LUNCH - a date for your diary
We are gathering at the Norfolk Arms at Ringinglow on Wednesday 10
November for a convivial lunch. They have a large and airy room and
an extensive menu which should suit all tastes. Further details and
menus are coming but do put it in your diaries now. If getting there
would be a problem, let us know and lifts will be organised.
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CALEDONIAN SOCIETY SERVICE - another date to note
This service is always on the nearest Sunday to St Andrew’s Day, which
this year is 28 November. We look forward to welcoming Society
members to join us in worship - and after the service they are inviting
all of us to join the celebratory lunch at the Double Tree by Hilton Hotel.
The lunch is instead of the usual President’s Dinner and Dance. The
Society took the decision to make this change in response to falling
numbers at the dinner and they will retain certain formal traditions at the
lunch, including remembrance of those members who sadly are no
longer with us.
The lunch will be at 1pm, cost £25. All are welcome and Sheila
Dunstan has the menu information and application forms. If you will
need transport from church to hotel, let us know and arrangements can
be made.
SHOEBOXES
I need to have the shoeboxes by Sunday 14 November at the latest.
Drop them off at my house or bring to church. The collection point is
Greenhill library which is not too far away. Thank you all.
Sheila Dunstan
CONCERT
Sheffield Symphony Orchestra is giving a live concert at Ecclesall Parish
Church on Saturday 13th November at 7.30 pm. They are playing
Beethoven's 3rd and 7th Symphonies. Elizabeth Wheat, our church
member, is part of the orchestra and you will recognise some familiar
faces. Tickets can be booked on line very easily at
www.sheffieldsymphony.org.uk Tickets are £10.50, £8.40 unwaged and
£5.25 for students and children.
LOOKING BACK
THANK YOU for your Harvest Gifts.
Thank you for all the gifts you brought to our Harvest Festival. Sheila
Dunstan and I sorted them out on the Monday after the service. Some
went to Open Kitchen who will always welcome gifts in cash or kind. The
rest were loaded onto a trolley and delivered to the S6 Food Bank which
now operates from the Broomhall Centre. We delivered around 145 kilos
of tins and non-perishable goods !!
We asked the S6 Food Bank workers what they needed and they said
long life milk, jars of coffee, toiletries including sanitary products and any
other of the more expensive foods. No sugar, tea or pasta.
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Sheila and I are proposing to put back the box for any contributions you
might like to bring on a Sunday morning and we will take them to the
foodbank on a Monday morning.
Jean Dickson

COMMUNION
We celebrated communion on 3 October - our first in person since
February 2020. There were some slight variations from our usual
communion procedure to make sure it was Covid-safe but Rev Dr David
Stec made sure they did not detract from the special meaning and
atmosphere of the service.
SERMONS
Members who can’t get to church are still being sent the sermon as a
small gesture to keep in touch. Even if we have been there to hear it, we
sometimes like to re-read the sermon and think about it in depth when we
have more time. If you would like a copy of the sermon any time, please
ask Elizabeth or Judith.
ANNUAL CHURCH MEETING
For convenience this was held on Zoom on 8 September and the
necessary business was accomplished efficiently. The annual accounts
were approved, the reports of activities throughout 2020 were accepted,
and our Safeguarding Policy was renewed. Ian Cooke can now make the
required annual return to the Charity Commission.
All returning user groups will be asked to provide a fresh Safeguarding
Policy, and DBS certificates will be asked where appropriate.
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YORKSHIRE SYNOD
Synod meets twice a year and this October’s meeting is the first in
person for two years. March 2020 was cancelled, October 2020 and
March 2021 were held on Zoom (with excellent remote attendance).
The current one is a hybrid with both a Zoom evening session and a
morning live at Longcauseway URC, Dewsbury. Jean Dickson is our
Synod rep and there will be a report in the next issue.
There are three big issues facing the URC at present: Climate
Change and saving the planet; Legacies of Slavery; and the Pensions
Deficit. The latter is being addressed quite well but must be kept
under review. The other two will require consultation with all members
across the URC prior to presenting recommendations to General
Assembly 2022. These proposals will be the focus of our Church
Meetings soon.
2022 is also the 50th anniversary of the creation of the United
Reformed Church, and various ideas to mark this milestone will be
aired soon. Watch this space!
INVITATION
If you took advantage of any of the Heritage Open Days events in
Sheffield between 10 and 19 September, and would like to tell us
about what you saw and learned, please get in touch with the Editors.
CHURCH ACTION ON POVERTY PILGRIMAGE
Sheffield Church Action on Poverty's annual Pilgrimage returns to the
city's streets on Saturday October 16, raising awareness and
understanding of how poverty is affecting people in different areas of
Sheffield. This year's COVID-safe pilgrimage will focus on challenges
posed by poverty in Darnall and how various organisations are
endeavouring to reduce its impact.
The pilgrimage will start at 9.30am with a break for lunch at 12:15,
and will conclude at around 3pm after a three-mile route. Everyone is
welcome to join in.
Sheffield Church Action on Poverty is part of the national ecumenical
Christian social justice charity, committed to tackling poverty in the
UK.
ROUNDABOUT, The Sheffield Homelessness Charity for young
people, is doing another Sleep-Out on Friday 12 November. Details
about joining in, sponsoring or donating are on their website.
https://www.roundabouthomeless.org/event/sleep-out-2021/
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MORE HISTORY UNEARTHED
In the course of clearing the vestry cupboard, this lovely letter came to light.
It shows more evidence of the compassionate and effective ministry of the
Rev Samuel Mackenzie during the first World War, and the influence that
had upon the writer of the letter, Fred Bennett. If anyone knows anything
about the Bennett family in St Andrew’s, or about Fred’s presumably
missionary work in Africa, it would be fascinating to hear.
The scanned pages have also gone to the Rev Samuel’s grandson in
Melbourne, Australia.

Here is the text of the letter to make it easier to read:
Dear Mr & Mrs Thomas
I am sending you the book about St A’s. Briefly, my late Mother a Scots
Presbyterian was helped by I think the Revd Mackenzie, to get my Dad back
from Kitchener’s Army a bit earlier. So he agreed to transfer from his own
Low Church connection to St Andrew’s. So my sister and I grew up into its
activities. I in fact became a minister of the old P C of E and preached (as a
student) in St A’s the Sunday before an incendiary destroyed it. My father
was by that time an elder along with J. B. Duke and Percy Jarvis and
others. It was only the ‘Good Book’ that was in tatters.
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I was once back in Sheffield (after 30 odd years in Africa) in 1982 to
see Mr Sharrard the spinal specialist, but it was a rushed w/end and I
didn’t even get up as far as Hanover Street.
Thank you for the Messenger, I would like to keep in touch although
since a second marriage to an Asian lady, we became Quakers.
There may still be one or two around who recall our family.
Although I am very pro Scots, and took my MA in Glasgow, and know
my father’s cousins were Sibbalds of Dalbeattie - yet I maintain(ed)
that Presbyterian did not necessarily mean Scots - however strong
P’ism became North of the Border.
Above all, surely the Holy Presence (nec tamen consumebatur) both
within and around us, should bring us into fellowship and appreciation
of “that of God in everyman” as George Fox and Friends today express
it.
Sincerely
Fred Bennett
The women of the old Bright Hour bought my MA Hood for they knew I
also had little wealth.
Please let Mrs Fall and Constance McLeod know you have the book. I
will be replying.

Sadie’s flower pots
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ST ANDREW’S TENNIS CLUB UPDATE
The Club has had a great summer and enthusiastic tennis has been played
regularly. Our Italian clay courts are in great condition and we have some
new keen members adding to those who have played together for many
years. Our Barbecue was a special event this year as we were also raising
money to send sports equipment to some villages in rural Cambodia. One of
our members, Bird Lovegod, has a business partner there and together they
normally supply food parcels to the needy. On this occasion it was thought
that sport equipment from a British sports club would be appropriate. The
club raised £332 selling books, hearing a young musician, and by direct
giving. This money was sent out and a week later we were pleased to see
the result with children looking delighted with their new equipment.

The Club has also bought a defibrillator and is working with the Ambulance
Service and the equipment will be available for them to use in the community
as well as within the site. Club members will be trained in its use and the unit
will be housed onsite.
The Club has been visited by the LTA and discussions are still ongoing to
ensure that all welfare and safeguarding topics are adequately covered. So
far it is all looking good.
This has all been achieved by a remarkable group of people, largely on the
committee but well supported by general members. Membership is now at
about 80 including 13 juniors. There is still plenty playing time left before we
embark on Winter Indoor Tennis at Graves Tennis Centre.
Margaret Fall
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AFTERWARDS

by Thomas Hardy

When the Present has latched its postern behind my tremulous stay,
And the May month flaps its glad green leaves like wings,
Delicate-filmed as new-spun silk, will the neighbours say,
‘He was a man who used to notice such things’ ?
If it be in the dusk when, like an eyelid’s soundless blink,
The dewfall-hawk comes crossing the shades to alight
Upon the wind-warped upland thorn, a gazer may think,
‘To him this must have been a familiar sight.’
If I pass during some nocturnal blackness, mothy and warm,
When the hedgehog travels furtively over the lawn,
One may say, ‘He strove that such innocent creatures should come to no
harm,
But he could do little for them, and now he is gone.’
If, when hearing that I have been stilled at last, they stand at the door,
Watching the full-starred heavens that winter sees,
Will this thought rise on those who will meet my face no more,
‘He was one who had an eye for such mysteries’ ?
And will any say when my bell of quittance is heard in the gloom,
And a crossing breeze cuts a pause in its outrollings,
Till they rise again, as they were a new bell’s boom,
‘He hears it not now, but used to notice such things’ ?
Janet Brown’s garden
Dutch

Spanish
Claire’s planter,
her gift from CTBB

Lace-maker

And you should see the hugely
Greek
productive
vegetable back garden
12

GOD IS LOVE – a Cairn
If the life of faith is a pilgrimage, then here’s a cairn marking a spot
where I paused to assemble a little structure of ideas. This place isn’t
the beginning or the end of my travels. It doesn’t even mark where I
am when you come across it on your own journey, for I will have
moved on if only a step or two. Don’t let it obstruct you. Walk on by or
stop to look at it, and feel free to reuse any bits you find helpful, or to
ignore the whole thing…
‘God is love, and those who live in love live in God, and God lives in
them’ (1 John 4.16b) is, for me, the most definitive statement in the
Bible. For if God is not love, then I haven’t begun to understand art,
science, spirituality, Jesus, the Church or anything else. ‘God is love’
means that love is the experience on which I place ultimate value, and
which I seek to propagate continually although, through my own moral
cowardice, not continuously. If that is given, then my life has meaning
and purpose.
Love means that what is truly best for others is also ultimately best for
me; and ‘No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for
one’s friends’ (John 15.13). Given that, even my death may have
meaning and purpose, whether I die suddenly or at the end of a long
decline. I may not be martyred, but I can still show those around me ‘a
good death’.
For life and death to have meaning and purpose is important, because
I’m no longer sure there’s anything beyond life and death – mostly for
lack of evidence. Try as I might, I cannot believe in a God who
allegedly cures my cold but allows 174,000 people to be slaughtered
in Afghanistan and then surrenders the nation to the Taliban again…
to take just one of innumerable historical examples. No argument
about free-will or assertion that ‘God moves in mysterious ways’
exculpates an all-loving, all-powerful, invisible, intangible Creator, any
more than concern for their ritual purity excuses the Priest or the
Levite in the Parable of the Good Samaritan. In the face of death and
destruction, ‘God is love’ makes a lot more sense to me than ‘God is
loving’.
The current scientific consensus is that the Universe is some 13.8
billion years old, that our Sun is about 4.8 billion years old, that life
emerged on Earth about 3.8 billion years ago, and the first protohuman life 4 million years ago. Moreover, the Laws of
Thermodynamics decree that in another 4.6 billion years our Sun will
be hot enough to evaporate Earth’s oceans, making water-based life
impossible, and in 10106 years, all matter will have decayed and the
Universe will devolve into a completely uniform sea of photons.
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This uniformity will mean that the universe is no longer capable of
creating or storing information, which at its most basic requires there to
be a difference between 0 and 1, and of which life is the most complex
and sophisticated expression. Other universes may emerge eventually,
but this one will have, quite literally, vanished without trace.
Science-fiction aside (and you have no idea how much it pains me to
write that!), nothing we think or say or do can have the slightest effect
on the ultimate fate of the Universe: a fact which, when I started to think
about it, seemed at first to render our lives pointless in the extreme. But,
if the whole universe can sustain life for only the briefest period during
its long existence, that makes life – its most complex and sophisticated
creation – the most precious and valuable thing there has ever been, or
ever will be. Every human and hippopotamus, every shark and
coelacanth, every tree and lichen, every cell and virus, is remarkable.
We may not be hugely enthusiastic about the emergence of the Covid19 delta variant, but its very existence is absolutely extraordinary (to put
it mildly) in a universe which across space and time is overwhelmingly
lifeless.
In trying to eradicate the sources of disease, humanity is only doing
what life has always done: compete for survival, and we should feel no
shame in it. Beyond that, little in human life is simply ‘right’ or wrong’.
My survival requires that I take life for food, but this brings with it a
degree of moral responsibility, whether I undertake the act myself or
rely on someone else to do it for me.
The unique preciousness and value of my individual life to me doesn’t
make my life more important than any other. Even if I’m willing to give
up my own life out of love, I have no right to require that of anyone else;
for to take life may be to take everything, forever, so we may not decide
that for others.
Art, science and politics also all involve me in the taking of life; although
(other things being equal) I am rather more comfortable with the felling
of a tree to build a shelter, or the blocking of sunlight from a meadow for
a solar energy farm, than I am with the bombing of a house to kill a
terrorist or even the slaughter of a cow to make a burger. I won’t be
around in 4.6 billion years or 10106 years, so there’s not much point in
fretting about the fact that my life may count for nothing in the far future;
but the world urgently needs my contribution to the sum of human love
here and now, so it can certainly count for something now. These days,
that’s enough.
Robert Beard
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ANOTHER STRANGE WORD GAME for golden age brains
Here’s another trick to test your skills. We've seen this with the letters out
of order, but this is the first time we've seen it with numbers.
7H15 M3554G3 53RV35 7O PR0V3 H0W 0UR M1ND5 C4N D0
4M4Z1NG 7H1NG5! 1MPR3551V3 7H1NG5!
1N 7H3 B3G1NN1NG 17 WA5 H4RD BU7 N0W, 0N 7H15 LIN3 Y0UR
M1ND 1S R34D1NG 17 4U70M471C4LLY W17H0U7 3V3N 7H1NK1NG
4B0U7 17. B3 PROUD! 0NLY C3R741N P30PL3 C4N R3AD 7H15!
PL3453 F0RW4RD 1F U C4N R34D 7H15.
HARVESTING OUR WASTE
Instead of throwing stuff away when it is apparently finished with, a
number of charities can make use of our waste.
Stamps: Support Dogs, 21 Jessops Riverside, Brightside Lane, Sheffield
S9 2RX
Stamps go here to help those with Autism, Epilepsy and Disability.
Cartridges: Ink Cartridge Recycle, Leatham House, 13 Napier Court,
Barton Lane, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3YT. This is for breast cancer.
Old spectacles: Sight Savers collect these.
Foil blister packs (when empty of pills): Superdrug pharmacies collect
these on behalf of Marie Curie Cancer Care.
Laptops: Laptops for schools - Ring 07766 374 924
Old phone chargers, cables, connectors: Aspire is a training programme
for young adults at Parson Cross
LECTIONARY READINGS for October
Oct 3
Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 24
Oct 31
Nov 7

Job 1: 1, 2: 1-10; Psalm 26;
Hebrews 1: 1-4, 2: 5-12; Mark 10: 2-16
Job 23: 1-9, 16-17; Psalm 22: 1-15;
Hebrews 4: 12-16; Mark 10: 17-33
Job 38: 1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104: 1-9, 24, 35c;
Hebrews 5: 1-10; Mark 10: 35-45
Job 42: 1-6; Psalm 34: 1-8;
Hebrews 7: 23-28; Mark 10: 46-52
Ruth 1: 1-18; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9: 11-14;
Mark 12: 28-34;
Ruth 3: 1-5, 4: 13-17; Psalm 127; Hebrews 9: 24-28;
Mark 12: 38-44
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DUST IF YOU MUST
Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better
To paint a picture, or write a letter,
Bake a cake, or plant a seed;
Ponder the difference between want and need?
Dust if you must, but there’s not much time,
With rivers to swim, and mountains to climb;
Music to hear, and books to read;
Friends to cherish, and life to lead.
Dust if you must, but the world’s out there
With the sun in your eyes, and the wind in your hair;
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain,
This day will not come around again.

Marjo-

Dust if you must, but bear in mind,
Old age will come and it’s not kind.
And when you go (and go you must)
You yourself will make more dust.

Marjorie’s garden in Autumn
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